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steps should be taken to secure offers 
of leases of such lands from the owners 
thereof.

§ 4600.0–3 Authority. 
(a) The Act of June 23, 1938. The Act of 

June 23, 1938 (52 Stat. 1033; 43 U.S.C. 
315m–1, 315m–4 inclusive), known as the 
Pierce Act, authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior in his discretion to lease, 
at rates to be determined by him, any 
State, county, or privately owned lands 
chiefly valuable for grazing purposes 
and lying within the exterior bound-
aries of grazing districts created under 
the Taylor Grazing Act of June 28, 1934 
(48 Stat. 1269, as amended; 43 U.S.C. 315 
et seq.) when in his judgment, the leas-
ing of such lands will promote the or-
derly use of the district and aid in con-
serving the forage resources of the pub-
lic lands therein, and the authorized of-
ficer of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment may approve leases under the 
Pierce Act on behalf of the United 
States in accordance with this part. 
Leases so approved need not be sub-
mitted for Secretarial approval.

Subpart 4610—Procedures
§ 4610.1 Evidence of ownership. 

Parties offering to lease lands to the 
United States under the provisions of 
this Act will be required to furnish evi-
dence of ownership as follows:

§ 4610.1–1 Certificate of ownership for 
State or county lands. 

Where State and county lands are of-
fered for lease, a certificate from the 
proper State or county official will be 
required showing that title to the lands 
is in the State or county and that the 
officer or agency of the State or county 
offering them for lease is empowered 
by the laws of such State to lease such 
lands.

§ 4610.1–2 Certificate of ownership for 
private lands. 

Where privately owned lands are of-
fered for lease, the party offering them 
will be required to file with the local 
office of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment certificates from either the prop-
er county officials, a licensed ab-
stracter, or an administrative officer of 
the Bureau of Land Management 

whichever is required by an authorized 
officer, certifying that the records of 
the county in which the lands are situ-
ated show that the party offering the 
lands for lease is the record owner 
thereof or in legal control of such lands 
under appropriate recorded lease per-
mitting the subleasing of the property, 
and including an itemized statement 
showing the nature and extent of any 
liens, tax assessments, mortgages, or 
other encumbrances.

§ 4610.2 Leases.

§ 4610.2–1 Form of lease. 
Leases under the Pierce Act should 

conform in general to a form approved 
by the Director. This form is believed 
adaptable for use in all of the States 
within which grazing districts have 
been established under the Taylor 
Grazing Act. Leases under the Pierce 
Act must be executed by the lessor in 
the manner prescribed by the laws of 
the State within which the lands leased 
are situated.

§ 4610.2–2 Period of lease. 
Leases may be made for such periods 

as are deemed proper by an authorized 
officer in promoting a proper land-use 
program in connection with the public 
range, not to exceed, however, the 10-
year period as limited by the Pierce 
Act, beginning with the date of the ap-
proval of such lease.

§ 4610.2–3 Approval of lease; renewal. 
Local negotiations for leasing of 

lands under this act will not be effec-
tive until the lease and any renewal 
thereof has been approved by an au-
thorized officer of the Bureau of Land 
Management. Upon such approval the 
lease should be recorded in the land 
records of the county in which the land 
is situated.

§ 4610.3 Payment of rental. 
The carrying capacity of the lands 

will be taken into consideration in ne-
gotiating the rental to be paid. Pay-
ment of rentals will be made annually 
by the United States at the end of the 
period for which licenses or permits to 
graze on the lands involved have been 
granted, or as soon thereafter as the 
moneys collected by the United States 
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